




































Westbrook Music group Report 

 

The past year has seen some changes within the Music group in the departure of Matt 
Whitney and David Harrington to pursue their University careers in September and more 
particularly in the absence from the group, since May last year, of Jan Whitney. Many will 
already be aware of Jan’s fall and considerable time spent in hospital. It is hoped that she will 
be home by the time this is read by congregation members. 

With the Lord’s help the group has continued to grow and develop. The breadth of talent as 
well as the high level of commitment within the group remains a blessing. It has expanded its 
repertoire with the introduction of new songs and new renditions of traditional hymns. Some 
of the ‘new’ over the past year have now become ‘favourites’. 

The group caters for a wide variety of service styles and individual tastes and much effort 
goes into presenting sung worship that is meaningful and spirit-filled. The main focus of the 
Music Group is to bring people into the Lord’s presence through effective sung worship and 
the music over the past year has been well received by the congregation.  

We had a particularly uplifting ‘Anniversary Service’ on 31st January this year which 
welcomed many past members and all joined in a wonderful time of praise and worship – a 
really Spirit-filled event. 

Our team of dedicated engineers continue to keep up with the technology of operating the 
sound systems effectively and we are grateful to the all important OHP operators. 

As a group we give thanks to God for the gift of music and pray for his continued blessings 
over the forthcoming year. 
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Evangelism Committee 
 

The Evangelism Committee met 3 times in 2009. 
 

Our main priority is to ensure that the three churches  
(St Wilfrid’s, Westbrook and Messy Church)  

take every opportunity to  
Reach out to the Lord and Reach out to the World 

 

We have discussed Christmas outreach, Alpha Courses, Parish Partnerships,  
Back to Church/Come as You Are Sundays,  

sacred space in the church and gardens  
and opportunities for further links with schools  

as well as with those families and friends who come  
to Baptism, Wedding and Funeral Services.  

We are always interested any new resources. 
We have a generous budget assigned by the PCC  

but generally we operate very economically!  
We welcome ideas from all members of our churches  

and from others who may have new perspectives.  
It is recognised that many are seeking to develop their spiritual selves,  

but may not recognise what a church has to offer them. 
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Bereavement Support. 
 
The bereavement group support which we are running in conjunction 
with the Bereavement Centre Portsmouth meets at the Borrow Day 
Centre on the 3rd Thursday each month. Take up has been slow so far but 
we have had a few people attending.  
The biggest problem is in knowing where to advertise and getting the 
word around. 
The Ratepayer Magazine has been running an ad for us and we are also in 
the process of reminding the Doctors surgeries about the meetings. Those 
who have attended have found it helpful. 
 
Coffee & Co, the bereavement listeners coffee mornings held in the upper 
hall on the first Sat each month have also had only a few takers. These 
meetings have also been advertised in Ratepayer mag. etc. Sometimes 
things take a while to get going and we are still hopeful this will be a 
useful outreach to those in need. 
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St Wilfrid’s Link with St Augustine’s Church in Ghana 
 

In August 2009 Rosie and Joe Harbour and Jan Smith  
spent nearly 2 weeks in Ghana. 

We were warmly welcomed to St Augustine’s by Jonathan the new vicar -  
new since we last visited and new since our friends visited us in England. 

We were also warmly welcomed into Jessie’s brother’s home  
and in to the social activities of the parish and beyond. 

Once more we were humbled and delighted by the generosity, joy and love 
showered upon us by so many people whose simple lives  

were so different from our own. 
We enjoyed many long conversations about the state of the economy in Ghana  

and talked a lot about infra-structure and education, projects and dreams. 
In many ways lives appear “poorer” than our own,  

but richness is evidenced by absolute trust in the Lord and in His goodness. 
We pray that as changes occur, trust, faith and love  

will be strengthened and not lost. 
We have returned intending to support some of the projects discussed  

(both through prayer and financially) 
and also to invite members of St Augustine’s to visit us in 2011. 

2013 is the year of celebration of the Centenary of St Augustine’s Church 
and I know they are hoping that we shall be able to send representatives  

to join in the celebrations – should we open the list soon? 
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Fund-raising Committee Annual Report 2010.
This years main fund-raising events for the whole church were the usual Spring and
Christmas fayres. Many thanks to all our regular stall holders, and to those of you who come
out to support us and buy all the goodies. The fayres success depends on your on going
support so look out for the next fayre on May 22nd.
We have also had successful fund-raising and plenty of good fun at ;
the Quiz night and fish and chip supper in April (look out for next event on 8th
May!).
Barn Dance in September,
Our Golden oldies’ tea in November
Christmas Diner in December,
Cloths swap party in January,
We have sadly said goodbye to Doreen Rann, who has now resigned from the committee
after innumerable years of hard work and encouragement, and we wish her well in her new
home. We have seen the recent addition of two new members of the committee, for which we
are very grateful. Look out for our forthcoming events ; the Quiz and the spring fayre night in
May, a Beetle drive in July, a meal and show (another Dave Alport special !) in the Autumn,
and our usual Altumn fayre and Christmas meal. See you there!



Westbrook Annual Report 2009 
 
Westbrook Church continues to meet each week at 10am and monthly at 6.30pm. Numbers 
attending have been fairly constant with some people moving on and others joining the 
fellowship. The Back to Church initiative again proved very successful for Westbrook with 
several new faces coming along. 
 
Westbrook Committee meets monthly and we welcomed Phyllis Price as a new PCC 
representative. Phyllis has been producing floral displays for our Altar table each week, and 
many thanks go to her for that important ministry. Barbara Manterfield was seconded to the 
committee with the remit of helping us to organise and plan for the Westbrook Church 20th 
anniversary year 
 
Most services now include a Children’s song often with the children playing a variety of 
instruments which were donated by Paul & Margaret Ludford. 
 
House-groups continue to thrive, with 3 active groups, using a variety of material. 
 
Our links with Queens Inclosure School have continued. 
 
Highlights of the year have been: 

• Mothering Sunday saw us welcoming visitors from the community. 
• We had a guest speaker from FEBA radio join us for a Sunday Service in June 
• We celebrated with Mark & Sarah Williams the legal adoption of their daughter Rosie. 
• Another Quiet Day held at Bob & Sheila Ginger’s house, this was an opportunity to step 

back from our busy lives and engage with the Lord in new ways, many thanks to Bob & 
Sheila for their hospitality. 

• A free Christmas event where families joined us on a Saturday Sunday before Christmas. 
Children were able to select presents for their families and wrap them.  

• Families were invited to join with us for our ‘Impromptu Nativity’ service, which saw many 
angels, shepherds and kings on display!! 

• Carol singing outside the hall on a very cold December evening, with hot coffee & mince 
pies to follow in the hall.  

 
 

Low points of the year have been: 
• The very sad news that Jan Whitney had had a bad fall which resulted in her being 

hospitalised. Jan will permanently be confined to a wheelchair and her life has been 
changed dramatically. She does, however remain very positive and is looking forward to 
coming home from Salisbury Hospital soon. 

• There have been several members of Westbrook Church with illnesses, sadness 
throughout the year. As a fellowship we have endeavoured to support each other 
throughout these difficult times.  

• A decision was made to stop the Friday Youth outreach night. It seemed that the youth 
were not attending the evening for whatever reasons. The group was initially started to 
address the problem of young people congregating around the hall & causing a nuisance 
to the user groups of the hall. As this problem seems to now be resolved, it may be that 
the youth no longer are in the area. 

 
We have, as a church, been actively seeking the Lord's guidance in raising the profile 
Westbrook and working hard at putting on events and services that aim to draw people in to the 
Hall, if not to the church services. So putting Westbrook Church 'on the map' 
Westbrook Church continues to give thanks to God for the many blessings He gives to us all in 
furthering His Kingdom in the community of the Westbrook area. 



 
 
Westbrook Sunday Club  
 
The Sunday Club has regularly been meeting on each week, with the 
exception of the first Sunday of the month and during School holidays. 
 
Numbers have been remained fairly low. We have several younger children 
(under three) and the hope is that these children will become the nucleus of 
the group in the future. 
 
We continue to use the Scripture Union material which is enjoyed by the 
children. 
 
There have been several visitors joining us occasionally throughout the year, 
particularly on Mothering Sunday and for the special events at Christmas. We 
miss having Ben, Jo & Catherine (Ronnie’s children) with us. 
 
Our aim is to see Westbrook children grow and be nurtured in the knowledge 
and love of the Lord. 



Deanery Synod Report 2009/2010 
 

The Havant Deanery Synod normally meets four times a year and is attended my Clergy 

and Lay members from the parishes.  The churches of the Deanery are rotated as 

venues for the Synod meetings which enables Synod members to gain an appreciation of 

the many facilities that are available for both church and community. 

Topics covered through the past year include: 

• Strategy for Ministry for Mission - strategy for the future when there will be 

less stipendiary clergy and money will be scarcer.  Mission and growth within 

realistic parameters of financial restraints are the key drivers and that the 

subject of “training” as well as fostering of vocations will be reviewed within the 

Diocese. 

• Back to Church Sunday - The success in 2009 was measurable with an extra 

53,000 people having attended CoE services on that Sunday, an average of 19 

people returning to each church and some congregations tripling in size. If 3 out 

of 10 invitations were hoped to be accepted this year, numbers should be even 

better.  

• Havant Deanery Support for Koforidua Projects – financial support continues for 

the Palm Oil and Stipend projects based on donations from parishes with 

£5,000 already transferred. 

• Presentation on General Synod – Sue Rodgers explained the working of the 

General Synod outlining its composition; the make-up our Diocesan 

representatives; form and context and what really happens at the Synod.  Sue 

used a group exercise to demonstrate how the voting system on motions works 

(and how it sometimes doesn’t work). 

• Hospital Chaplaincy - 6 chaplains and 40 assistants provide spiritual support for 

patients and families at QA, St Mary’s irrespective of faith or background. The 

team works alongside patients on the wards and in the hospital chapel, where a 

Sunday service is also held. Portsmouth NHS trust is fully supportive of the 

chaplaincy team and includes the chaplains in their planning meetings. The 

chaplaincy team provides training and guidance for staff at the hospital 

 

The Deanery Synod is an important forum to better understand the wider issues that 

churches face, but also to enable good practice and new ideas to be shared across the 

church community.  It also ensures that the ‘voice of the parish’ is taken forward to 

the Diocese. 



C3 Listening Project 

From January 2009 to November 2009 the C3 Listening  

project received just 4 referrals. This was rather 

disappointing considering a fairly extensive promot ion 

programme. The cost of hiring a room at the Links F amily 

Centre was rather too much for our limited budget, so in 

September 2009 it was decided that we could use St.  

Wilfrid’s Church Vestry if we received any further 

referrals. We then discovered that we would not rec eive 

any Kairos funding. So on November 9 th  2009 it was decided 

to wind up the C3 Listening Project, distributing t he 

remaining monies between the contributory churches (Hart 

Plain, Waterlooville Baptist and St Wilfrid’s). 

As all the trained Listeners are from St Wilfrid’s Church 

we decided to continue as a St Wilfrid’s Listening team, 

visiting people in their homes. This will need to b e 

restructured into a workable format that is agreeab le to 

all our Listeners. Our telephone co-ordinator is st ill 

Jenny Cairns, and I offer my sincere thanks to her for 

her willingness to continue in this role. 

Many thanks to all our Listeners for their commitme nt to 

the Project: Paul and Margaret Ludford, Val Strutt,  

Denise Williams, Nick Hemsley, Shirley Henley and m yself 

(Julie Harrington). 

We do not consider the Project to have failed, but see it 

as having been a valuable exercise, whilst offering  a 

great service to our Local Community. Looking to th e 

future: It is hoped that we may use the skills gain ed 

during this experience to restart the Project when our 

new Health Centre opens in Padnell Road. 



House Groups 

 
 

House groups meet either weekly or fortnightly for fellowship, Bible study, 

prayer with the aim of encouraging each other to live out our Christian faith in 

our daily lives.  

 

There are seven groups, one on Monday afternoon, and six evening groups (two 

on Monday, one on Tuesday, two on Wednesday and one on Thursday). The 

daytime group and Tuesday evening are mainly members of Westbrook Church. 

Approximately 58 church members (over a third of our normal weekly 

attendance figure) are involved in house groups.  

 

Each group usually plans its own programme, mostly using published study 

material recommended by the clergy. Members of the Tuesday evening group 

have together planned and led an imaginative informal evening service at 

Westbrook. This was so successful, that they hope to take on the challenge of 

a Westbrook morning service soon. Perhaps other groups would like to have a go 

at something like this or to organise a small project to serve the local 

community or an outreach event to which friends could be invited. 

 

Most of our groups have room for new members, so if you would like to join a 

group, please have a word with the Vicar.  

 

Paul Moore – March 2010 



CHILD PROTECTION 
 

I  had thought to report the changes in safeguarding children and vulnerable 
adults, but events have been moving slowly and I will not be able to do this until 
my report for 2010. By then big changes will have been put in place by the 
Diocese. 
 
I am pleased to report that everyone supervising children at St. Wilfrids Church 
and Westbrook have been CRB checked, with references taken up.  We continue 
to follow the Diocese’s Policy which is currently being updated. 
 
The Diocese offers child protection training which I  personally feel is as 
important as CRB checks. Everyone working with our church based groups 
should receive training at least every three years, and this can include training 
from outside the church.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the very many people who help 
with children in St. Wilfrids, Westbrook and Messy Church.  We are very 
fortunate to have so many people willing to give of their time and energies. 
 
Val Strutt 
 
Child Protection Rep 
 
 



Messy Church 

 
Messy Church is still very jolly and celebrates its sixth birthday this year: not bad for 
a six-month pilot! It has congregations of between 60-95 each month. It continues to 
fulfil four main roles within the life of St Wilf's: 
 
1) It is a church that welcomes people who can't make it on Sundays, so families 
like baptism families or busy-with-sport-and-visiting-Granny families can belong to 
the church community and get to know Jesus in a gentle, fun, interactive and 
relational way. 
 
2) It continues to welcome visitors who want to find out what Messy Church is in 
order to run it in their own churches, including visitors from our own diocese and 
overseas. 
 
3) It gives opportunities for leadership to members of the (unbelievably marvellous, 
generous and enthusiastic) team who make it all happen. 
 
4) It serves as a beacon of inspiration to other Messy Churches and church leaders 
across the world in the Messy network, as our insights, developments, failures 
and experiments go on the website and inform what I say at training days and 
conferences. 
 
A huge thank you to the team who make it possible and make it so good, from the 
cooks to the music group, from the young to the old, from the craft leaders to the 
setting-up team. Other churches are in awe of the number of people we have who 
are ready, willing and able to share their gifts in this way. A huge thank you too for 
the vision and permission-giving of the PCC which encourages it all to happen and 
supports Messy Church financially and with prayers. 
 

We can always use more cakes if anyone feels like contributing.... ☺ 
 
A few of the many highlights this year: 
Celebrating Win's 90th birthday 
Welcoming two visitors who were so impressed that they have given BRF a large 
chunk of money to develop Messy Church 'central' further 
Having families from the Wednesday Toddler Group (well done Lesley) 
Having Lindsey Farr on placement 
Taking a team to Greenbelt Christian Festival to run Messy Church for LOTS of 
people! 
Buying a freezer to help with catering for large numbers 
Starting Messy Teas to help the team share ideas for development 
Jan's Prayer Table becoming a feature 
A sense of God's hand over what we do. 



Junior Church 

It's a privilege to spend quality time with a small group of our young people  as part 
of our worship, and thanks to the children at Junior Church who make it so 
stimulating. 

It's great to have a bigger team to run Junior Church now, and many thanks to Elaine 
and Linda for giving up Sundays to encourage our young people in their faith. We 
continue to use the SU material and work our way gradually through the Bible, with a 
group that ranges both in age and in numbers from about 3-11.  

 

 

Drama 

The Drama Group meets on a Thursday night and enjoys a lot of fellowship through 
games and improvisations, sometimes exploring Bible stories through drama, 
sometimes just having fun with different themes. We put on Winnie the Pooh in the 
summer and a short Christmas play and have started work on some open air theatre 
for the Cow Trail. We took a few of them to see Alice at the NTR at Christmas - first 
time at the theatre for some. Once again, it's great to have the chance to be a tiny 
part of these young people's lives and to share in some of the things they are going 
through. Thanks to Lesley and Denise for their faithful input.










